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Repeating Instruments

REDCap has a feature to allow repeating instruments and events. This is helpful if you have to
collect multiple instances of the same data. This means that it is no longer necessary to create a
specified number of instances of an instrument (or event) if you need to collect multiple
instances. For example, if you are doing a study on a new experimental drug and need to track
patient progress for 20 weeks, you might have an instrument that includes all the questions
necessary for each week’s visit. Now, instead of creating 20 instances of this “visit” instrument
(say visit1, visit2, etc.), you can simply make the visit instrument a repeating instrument.

Another benefit is you are no longer limited by the planned number of repetitions. Continuing
with the example above, say you had some patients that needed to be studied for an additional
12 weeks (32 weeks total). Instead of manually creating 12 more visit instruments, you can go to
the previous visit instrument and select Save & Add New Instance. This way, you can easily add
unplanned repetitions. You are no longer limited by your maximum number of instances.

Additionally, you can have a different number of instances of an instrument for different records.
Using the above example, some patients may have data for 20 visits, and others may have data
for 32 visits. You could even have some patients that missed a few visits, so they end up with 19,
18, or 30 visits.

= You must first enable it on the project setup page.

A Project Home I :=Project Setup | Wl Other Functionality = &) Project Revision History

= Click enable, under the Enable optional modules and customizations section.

Enable optional modules and customizations
@ Repeatable instruments and events [?|
Enable | @ Auto-numbering for records [?]

'm done! | Enable | @ Scheduling module (longitudinal only) 2]

Enable | @ Randomization module

Enable | @ Designate an email field to use for invitations to survey participants [?|

Additional customizations
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Popup

You will get a popup window asking which instruments (and events, if the project is longitudinal) should be

made repeatable.

Events

If you have created Events within your project then the form will repeat within the event. For example, you can

collect Blood Pressure over numerous timepoints within a visit.

= Select Repeat Instruments and select the forms that will repeat within your study. Click Save

Repeatable instruments and events

An excellent way to collect repeating data in REDCap is to use repeatable instruments and/or repeatable events. This is sometimes
called one-to-many data collection. Some examples may include but are not limited to the following: data from multiple visits or
observations, concomitant medications, adverse events, or repetitive surveys (daily, weekly, etc.).

Below you can specify a data collection instrument or a whole event of instruments to be infinitely repeatable, in which each repeating
instrument or event can be repeated a different number of times for each record. You may set any event in the project to be
repeatable *or* alternatively set selected instruments to be repeatable within an event. The 'Repeat Entire Event’ option means
that all the event's instruments will repeat together and stay connected, whereas the 'Repeat Instruments’ option implies
that the instruments will repeat separately and independently from each other on that event. Once an instrument or event
is set to repeat, you will see options on the Record Home Page to add another instance of the instrument/event for the currently
selected record.

Repeat entire event or selected Eustamilab el fox i >
Event Name N P S Instrument name repeating instruments (optional) @
S A (select instruments to repeat) Example: [visit_date], [weight] kg
« Event1 Repeat Instruments (repeat im My First Instrument
—————————
Event 2 - not repeating — j
« Event3 Repeat Instruments (repeat il :] My First Instrument
Event 4 - not repeating — j
Event 5 - not repeating — j

Save Cancel



../../events/creating/
../../events/creating/

Repeating Instruments Page 3

6 Testing

To record a new instance of an event, navigate to Add/Edit Records and select the appropriate record. From

there, you can select +Add new for any forms that are repeating.

Record ID 1
- Event Event Event Event Event
Data Collection Instrument
1 2 3 4 5
My First Instrument © B © @
— : : %

Repeatlng Instruments

My First Instrument
Event 1
1 ©

You can also add a new instance from within the form.

Save & Exit Form
Save & Stay
‘ -- Cancel --
I Save & Add New Instance I

Save & Exit Record

‘ Delete data for THIS

Save & Go To Next Record
NOTE: To delete the entire record (all rtorms/events), see the
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